Further Tips:
Set aside a designated time each day for
reading. Having a regular routine
prompts good reading habits.
Make sure this time is a Screen OFF time.
both for you and the child, Phones put
down, TV off, computer off. The less
distraction the better.
Do not rely just on reading materials
from school, become a member of the
local library and visit it once a month.
Make sure children see you reading. You
are their role model. If you do not read,
why should they?
Read what they see around them. Road
signs etc. If you do have the TV on try
putting subtitles on as well. The more
words they see the more they are
encouraged to read.

Useful websites
Here are some useful websites with more
advice and tips in supporting children's
reading:

www.wordsforlife.org.uk
Run by the Literacy trust with helpful info
for parents and families
www.oxfordowl.co.uk
Run by the organisation that publishes
Oxford Reading Tree reading books.
Some online books available.
www.booktrust.org.uk
Lots of information about how to engage
reluctant readers.

St Anne's CofE Primary

The Importance of
Reading

Why is reading
important?
Teachers are continually asked by families, how
they can best support their child with their
learning. The simple answer to this is to make
time for your child to read every single day.
Regular reading has a profound effect on all areas
of your child's learning and development and it is
one of the most important ways in which a
parent and families can support their child.
Practising for tests or researching topic
information on line is all very well, but if a child
can not read and understand what they are
researching or read and understand a test
question, then ultimately they will not move on.
At St Anne's we do not believe that teaching a
child to sound out and decode words is enough.
Fluent readers need to be able to really
understand what they are reading. Only then do
they transition from 'Learning to Read' to 'Reading
to Learn'
Within school every class has an allocated Guided
Reading session each day where teachers can
support the basics of learning to read and develop
comprehension. But this is not enough on its own
and reading needs to become part of children's
every day life both in and out of school. To
develop a healthy reading habit it needs to be
regularly practised.

"The more that you read the
more things you will know.
The more you know, the
more places you will go"
DR SEUSS

How much reading
should my child be
doing?
Reception / Early years
Children will be sent home books to share
initially. As their phonic understanding develops
they will be sent early phonic reader books each
week. We recommend sharing books with
children for 10/15 mins daily.
KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2)
We strongly recommend 15 mins minimum of
1:1 reading a day.
Lower KS2 (Year 3 and Year 4)
We strongly recommend 20 mins minimum of
1:1 or independent reading a day.
Upper KS2 (Year 5 and 6)
We strongly recommend 30 mins a day
(Minimum) of 1:1 or independent reading a day.

What support can I get
to help my child with
their reading?
MY CHILD IS A RELUCTANT READER

Some children can be initially But with regular
practice and by finding the right books to inspire
them, this reluctance will fade. It is even more
important that reluctant readers have a
designated time each day to practise reading.
For more help and advice, contact your child's
teacher directly. They would be happy to offer
suggestions to help develop engagement with
reading.
WITHIN SCHOOL

Teachers monitor how often children read each
week, so it is vital that you complete or sign off
each day your child reads in their Learning Journal.
Teachers will contact parents if this is not done
and if your child appears to be reading less than
the suggested amount. Children may be asked to
miss a little of their playtime to catch up with
reading if we feel they are falling behind and
reading at home is not happening regularly.
If families find it particularly difficult to make time
for children's reading at home, the school may
offer a place in one of the Early Morning Reader
groups that the school runs from 8.30am each
morning. Please speak to your child's teacher
about this.

