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Tone A degree of colour—warmer tones 
and darker tones.  

Tint A colour that is softened usually by 
adding white 

Shade Darker examples of a main colour. 

Hue The intensity of a colour 

Vivid Intense or bright colour. 

Texture The feel or appearance of a surface. 

Weave Interlocking threads to make fabric. 

Warp Threads that run vertically (up and 
down) in a piece of woven fabric. 

Weft Threads that run side to side (left to 
right) in a piece of woven fabric. . 

Loom A frame used for weaving yarns to 
make fabric. 

Mixed 
media 

Art produced using a variety of dif-
ferent materials.  

Stitch A loop of yarn created by passing a 
needle in and out of a piece of fabric. 

Needle A fine piece of polished metal with a 
whole at the top to thread yarn into 
for sewing.  

Key Vocabulary 
Weaving is an ancient art/craft where 
two threads are interlinked to form a 
fabric or textile. One set of threads are 
held tight on a frame vertically; these 
are called the warp. The weft runs 
across the warp threads moving over and 
under the weft threads to create the 
fabric or textile.   

Weaving 

Textile art 

The Bauhaus was a famous Art school in 
Germany that was opened in 1919 after the 
first world war. Many famous artists were 
connected with the Bauhous. Gunta Stolzl 
was a famous textile artist who studied at 
the Bauhous. She was famous for colourful 
weavings and tapestry’s.  

Textiles 
Textiles are all around us. Our clothes, 
carpets, furniture, cushions, curtains, 
towels. We use fabrics and textiles   
everyday. Weaving is the basis structure 
for most fabrics. You can weave almost 
anything to make interesting textures 
and textiles.  
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Vincent Van Gough 

Vincent Van Gough was born in the Netherlands but 
during his life he travelled throughout Europe. He 
had many jobs including a teacher and didn't become 
an artist until he was 27 years old. Over his life time 
he painted over 2000 pictures but was not really   
famous until after he died in  1890.  

Van Gough struggled with mental health problems 
and found it hard to control his emotions. He    
often felt angry and sad. He found painting 
helped him express some of these emotions. He 
was very close to his brother who tried to sell his 
work. They died shortly after each other and are 
buried next to each other.  

Van Gough was inspired 
by the Impressionist      
movement. He liked to 
use vivid colours and 
really thick oil paint 
that would sometimes 
take days to dry 

Van Gough painted a 
lot of self portraits 
and would hold a    
mirror up while he 
painted. In one, you 
can see a bandage 
where he cut his ear 
badly. 

One of his most famous pictures is 
called ‘Sunflowers’. There are 14 
Sunflowers in a vase and each one is 
painted differently. He pained it   
using warm yellows and oranges and 
it was in his bedroom at his home 
known as the Yellow House.  

Starry Night was inspired by a view 
from his window, memories of his 
time in the Netherlands and images 
from his imagination. He uses rich 
dark colours and bright stars stand 
out against the background. 


