Year 1—Art—Knowledge Organiser
Primary colours are yellow, red and blue.
They can not be made by mixing any other
colours. That is why they are called
Primary.
Secondary colours are
made by mixing 2 of the
primary colours equally.
That means exactly the
same amounts of each
colour.

Artists use warm
and cool colours to
encourage feelings
about what they
create.

Key Vocabulary
Primary
Colour

Colours that can not be made by
mixing other colours.

Secondary Colours made by mixing two primary
colours.
colour
Tint

Where a colour is added to white to
make a lighter colour

Shade

Where black is added to a colour to
make it darker.

Warm
colours

Made of yellows, reds and oranges

Cool
colours

Made of blues, greens and purples.

Motifs

Shapes and symbols

Black and white are not Primary colours. Black is made
up of all the colours. White is the absence of any
colour. But both are useful to make tints and shades.

Tints are described as ‘Presence of light’. They are made by
adding white to a colour to lighten it. Shades are described by
‘Absence of light’. They are made by adding small amounts of
black to make a colour darker. You have to be careful not to
add to much.

Joan Miro
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Facts:

Miro liked to experiment with
colours and he painting and
drew things from his
imagination rather than from
what he saw.

Cave Paintings
Cave paintings were made
thousands of years ago.
Many cave paintings show
animals and hunters. They
are made with ground rock,
berries and melted animal
fat to make paint.

Joan Miro was born in Barcelona
Spain. He started painting when he
was 14. He is famous for being a
painter and sculptor and used lots
of bright colours and shapes in
paintings. He used black motifs in a
lot of his paintings.
Some of
the black
motifs used
in Miro
paintings.
They may have
painted with their
fingers or used a
brush made of animal
hair. Sometimes they
painted around their
hands.

