H I S T O R Y
CURRICULUM COVERAGE AND
KNOWLEDGE ORGANISERS
EYFS AND YEARS 1 - 6

'WE ARE NOT MAKERS OF HISTORY, WE
ARE MADE BY HISTORY' - MARTIN
LUTHERKING JR

I N T E N T
I M P L E M E N T A T I O N
I M P A C T
A JOURNEY THROUGH TIME

A
INTENT

IMPLEMENTATION

IMPACT

The aim of our history curriculum is
to develop key historical
knowledge, skills and concepts that
are revisited as children move from
year to year.
These areas include:

Our History curriculum aims to
excite and enthuse children
allowing them to develop their own
skills as historians. We encourage
regular references to timelines to
develop and reinforce a sense of
time and to explore how topics fit
together.

At the end of each term, children
are assessed in their key historical
knowledge and skills, against the
schools History progression
assessment criteria. This allows
progress to be noted and allows for
a clear progression and
development of skills and
knowledge across the school and
throughout a child's learning
journey.

The securing of a clear
chronological understanding
An understanding of key events,
people and changes in the past.
Historical investigation and
interpretation

We have designed the curriculum
to build throughout the school and
to take the children on a learning
journey that builds these key areas
over time,
Where appropriate there are cross
curricular connections made that
enable children to make conceptual
links within their learning. We aim
to ensure that children are
motivated and engaged in their
historical enquires by providing a
range of learning experiences both
inside and out of the classroom.
Through the use of remote learning
tools, continually encourage
children to continue their learning
journeys outside of the school day.
We recognise and celebrate when
children and their families have
explored topics together through
their own research, exploration and
family trips and visits.

We continually try and deliver a
hands-on approach to our teaching
and learning that involves children
exploring artefacts as well as
historical expert visits into school
and class trips to areas of historical
significance. This work, along side
quality first teaching, aims to bring
history alive for our children.
History is taught discreetly within
’blocks’ during the course of the
year. This ensures that the
knowledge can become deeply
imbedded and provides a more
focused and immersive approach to
the learning experience for
children. However there are many
opportunities for cross curricular
learning throughout the year,
bringing history into other areas of
the curriculum such as geography,
art, design and technology etc.
Writing and presentation
expectations are the same across
all areas of teaching and learning
at the school. Children may use
different writing genres that they
have been taught to present their
historical knowledge and enquires.
ICT is used across all areas of the
curriculum, to aid research and
enquiry as well as in presenting
knowledge and learning.

Teaching staff are able to focus on
areas of development each year and
extend areas of learning though a
shared understanding of what
children know, what they can do
and next steps. This forms the basis
for planning each year.
Through the teaching of history
children learn to value their own
and other people’s cultures in
modern multicultural Britain. By
considering how people lived in the
past, they are better able to make
their own life choices today.
We teach children to understand
how events in the past have
influenced our lives today; we also
enable them to investigate these
events to develop the skills of
enquiry, analysis, interpretation and
problem solving.
Through the development of
knowledge and key skills, children
are equipped for the next stage in
their learning journey, enabling
them to generate their own
enquiries and questions and
explore these with growing
independence.

To investigate and interpret
the past.

YEAR 1
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

To use artefacts, pictures, stories
and online sources and
databases to find out about the
past.
Recognise the past and present
within their own lives and the
lives of others.
Ask questions such as: What was
it like for people? What
happened? How long ago?
To understand the difference
between historical facts and
stories set in the past.

To build an overview of world
history.
AREAS OF FOCUS:
A SENSE OF TIME
HOW DO WE KNOW ABOUT
LIFE A LONG TIME AGO?

Describe historical events.
Recognise that there are reasons
why people in the past acted in
the way they did.

To understand chronology.
Place 3 or 4 events and/or
artefacts in order on a time line.
Label time lines with words
including— past, resent, older,
newer.
Recount changes that have
occurred in their own lives.

To communicate a historical
understanding.
To use words and phrases such
as: - A long time ago, some time
ago, last week, last year,
yesterday, years, months.
To write word labels and
description sentences for
historical pictures and / or
artefacts.

KEY VOCABULARY
NOW

THEN PAST TIME YEAR MONTH
(FOCUS AREA DEPENDENT)
FROZEN ICE COLD WOOLLY MAMMOTH
TRUNK TUSK ENORMOUS GLACIERS
PREHISTORIC
SURVIVE CAVE STONE HUNTER SPEAR FUR
FIRE
ANCESTOR TEMPERATURE IRON BONZE

To investigate and interpret the
past.

YEAR 2
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

To use a source or sources to answer
questions about the past through
basic observational skills.
To recognise why people did things,
why events happened and what
happened as a result.
To identify some of the different ways
the past has been represented
(including written records and
accounts, pictures and pieces of art,
artefacts etc.)

To build an overview of world
history.

AREAS OF FOCUS:
HOW DO WE KNOW ABOUT
ROMANS AND THEIR LIVES?
WHAT IS THE ROMAN
LEGACY?

Describe significant people from that
past.
Recognise that there are reasons why
people in the past acted the way they
did.
Consider how specific time periods
link with other countries in the world.

To understand chronology.
To describe memories of key events
within their own lives.
To sequence key events during a
specific time of study.
To label time lines of key historical
periods, with details of events and
dates.

To communicate a historical
understanding.
To know and recount episodes from
historical events.
To demonstrate an understanding of
concepts such as civilisation,
democracy, legacy, invasion and
conquer.
Use words and phrases such as
decades, and centuries to describe
the passing of time.

KEY VOCABULARY
ROMAN

WARRIOR BATTLE INVASION
CONQUER
LEGACY
EMPEROR DEFEAT INFLUENCE
JULIUS CAESAR
BUDICA
CENTURION
ARMOUR
SHIELD
HADRIAN'S WALL
MOSAIC

To investigate and interpret the
past.

YEAR 3
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

AREAS OF FOCUS:
HOW DID ANGLO SAXONS AND
VIKINGS IMPACT ON EACH
OTHER?
WHY WAS ALFRED THE
GREAT GIVEN THAT TITLE?

To use evidence to ask questions and
find answers about the past.
To use more than one source of evidence
for historical enquiry in order to gain a
more accurate understanding.
Suggest causes and the consequences of
some of the main events and changes in
history.
Begin to investigate different accounts
of an historical event and to explain
reasons why accounts may differ.

To build an overview of world
history.
To gain a broad overview of life in the
middle ages and in particular the dark
ages.
Describe the social, cultural and
religious diversity of a past society.
Describe the characteristic features of
the past including ideas, beliefs,
attitudes and experiences of men,
women and children.

To understand chronology.
Understand the concept of change over
time, representing this on with evidence
on a timeline.
Use dates and terms to describe events.

To communicate a historical
understanding.
To use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate dates, time period
and/or era.
Use various writing including, recounts,
discussions, diaries, pictures and/or
drama to communicate information
about the past.
Annotate pictures to give meaning
relating to historic enquiry.
Begin to independently select and
extract relevant information from
various sources.

KEY VOCABULARY
ANGLO SAXON VIKING
SETTLEMENT KINGDOMS
NORTHUMBRIA, MERCIA, WESSEX,
ANGLIA, KENT
WARRIORS TRADE GODS AND
GODDESS’S
NORSEMEN
LONGSHIPS

To investigate and interpret the
past.

YEAR 4
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

To use evidence to ask questions and
find answers to questions about the
past.
To use more than one source of evidence
for historical enquiry in order to gain a
more accurate understanding of the
past.
Begin to investigate different accounts
of an historical event and to explain
reasons why accounts may differ.
Use evidence to reconstruct life in a
time period studied.
Using evidence, offer reasonable
explanations for events and changes in
history.

To build an overview of world
history.
AREAS OF FOCUS:
WHY WAS 1066 IMPORTANT?
WHO SHOULD BE THE RULER?
WHAT DID THE NORMANS
BRING TO ENGLAND?

Use evidence of historical events in
other countries that help build a picture
of a past event in UK history.
Describe the social, cultural and
religious diversity of a past society.
Describe the characteristic features of
the past including ideas, beliefs,
attitudes and experiences of men,
women and children.

To understand chronology.
Understand the concept of change over
time, representing this on with evidence
on a timeline.
Use dates and terms to describe events..

To communicate a historical
understanding.
To use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate dates, time period
and/or era.
Use various writing including, recounts,
discussions, diaries, pictures and/or
drama to communicate information
about the past.
To independently select and extract
information for various sources that is
relevant to a specific area of enquiry.

KEY VOCABULARY
NORMANS WILLIAM THE
CONQUEROR
BATTLE OF HASTINGS
BAYEAU TAPESTRY DOMSDAY BOOK
HOUSE OF LANCASTER
HOUSE OF YORK WAR OF THE ROSES
CIVIL WAR
PRINCES IN THE TOWER
RICHARD III

To investigate and interpret the
past.

YEAR 5
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

To use evidence to ask questions and
find answers to questions about the
past.
Begin to identify primary and secondary
sources of information.
Compare accounts of events from
different sources—fact or fiction
Use evidence to build a picture of a past
life.
Using a variety of evidence, offer
reasonable explanations for events and
changes in history.

To build an overview of world
history.

AREAS OF FOCUS:
WHAT WOULD HAVE
HAPPENED IF THE
GUNPOWDER PLOT HAD BEEN
SUCCESSFUL?
WHAT WAS MEANT BY THE
‘UNION OF THE CROWNS’ AND
THE DIVINE RIGHT OF KINGS?

Use evidence of historical events in
other countries that help build a picture
of a past event in UK history.
Describe the social, cultural and
religious diversity of a past society.
Describe the characteristic features of
the past including ideas, beliefs,
attitudes and experiences of men,
women and children.

To understand chronology.
Know and sequence key events,
using relevant terms of a time
studied and show this on a timeline.
Make comparisons between different
times in the past.
Identify times of raid change in
history and compare them to times
of relatively little change.
To communicate a historical
understanding.
To use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate dates, time period
and/or era.
Use various writing including, recounts,
discussions, diaries, pictures and/or
drama to communicate information
about the past.
To independently select and extract
information for various sources that is
relevant to a specific area of enquiry.

KEY VOCABULARY
DATES
ERA
TIME PERIOD
CHRONOLOGY
CONTINUITY CHANGE
CENTURY DECADE LEGACY REVOLUTION
GUNPOWDER PLOT PARLIAMENT
CIVIL
WAR TAX
TYRANNY PURITAN REBELLION

To investigate and interpret the
past.

YEAR 6
SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE

Understand that no single source of
evidence gives the full answer to
questions about the past.
Select suitable sources of evidence,
giving reasons for choices.
Consider ways of checking the accuracy
of interpretations – fact or fiction and
opinion.
Show an awareness of the concept of
propaganda and how historians must
understand the social context of
evidence studied.

To build an overview of world
history.

AREAS OF FOCUS:
WHAT SORT OF QUEEN WAS
VICTORIA?
WHAT EXISTED IN 1900 THAT
WE STILL FEEL THE BENEFIT
OF TODAY?
WHY DID WE GO TO WAR?

Give a an overview of key aspects of life
in Britain from the Victorian Era and
during WWII.
What influenced the start of WWII and
how did it impact on another European
country other than Britain.
Describe some of the ethical , social,
religious and cultural issues that
influenced history over a specific period
of time.

To understand chronology.
Place current study on time line in
relation to other studies, using relevant
dates and terms and sequence up to 10
events on a time line
Make comparisons between different
times in the past.
Identify times of raid change in history
and compare them to times of relatively
little change.

To communicate a historical
understanding.
To use appropriate historical vocabulary
to communicate dates, time period
and/or era.
Use various writing including, recounts,
discussions, diaries, pictures and/or
drama to communicate information
about the past.
To independently select and extract
information for various sources that is
relevant to a specific area of enquiry.

KEY VOCABULARY
DATES
ERA
TIME PERIOD
CHRONOLOGY
CONTINUITY CHANGE
CENTURY DECADE LEGACY INDUSTRIAL
REVOLUTION REIGN PRINCE ALBERT
QUEEN VICTORIA WILLIAM CHURCHILL

E A R L Y
C I V I L I Z A T I O N S

ADDITIONAL AREAS OF STUDY
ACROSS KS2

Alongside the main areas of historical learning that take
children through a chronological journey, some classes will also
focus on areas of Ancient history such as Ancient Egypt and
Ancient Greek times. These areas of work are linked in a cross
curricular way to literacy and writing, design and technology
and geography.
Ancient Egypt:
Children will be studying Rivers and Seas within their
geographical learning. However this can be linked with the
River Nile and the importance of that river to Ancient
Egyptians.
Within Design and technology, children will learn about
pyramid design and discuss theories about how these amazing
structures were built.
Through descriptive writing, children will imagine themselves as
archeologists discovering Tutankhamun's tomb for the first
time.
Ancient Greeks:
Using resources available from the Historical Association,
children find about the life and achievements of the Ancient
Greeks. During Geographical studies they find out about the city
states of Athens and Sparta.
Within literacy children discover Greek myths and legends as
well as how spellings and sounds of our words today are
influenced by the Ancient Greeks.
The history of the Olympic Games is an area that children will
research and discover. This enables them to put familiar events
into context. Work on this area includes children planning their
own Olympic game schedule that is influenced by what they are
discovered about this famous sporting event.
The emphasis throughout all studies of ancient history is to
continue developing the children’s skills of historical enquiry
including how evidence is used to make historical claims, and
on developing their understanding of historical concepts such
continuity and change, similarity and difference, and
significance.

F O U N D A T I O N
S T A G E

'IT IS THROUGH OTHERS THAT
WE DEVELOP OURSELVES' LEV VYGOTSKY

Throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage,
children are starting to develop knowledge and
understanding of early historical enquiry skills, by
exploring how they are growing up as individuals
and that they are becoming increasingly
independent.
Through various discussions, activities and teaching
young children start to learn and understand:
Daily routines and changes within them.
The changing seasons of the year
Life events and celebrations
Using materials from the Historical Association,
children take part in learning activities that are
linked to objectives in both the Prime and Specific
Areas within the EYFS Development Matters
documentation. They may also act as a springboard
for independent exploration in other areas of the
children’s learning.
Three core areas of learning within Reception Class
are:
How have I changed since I was a baby?
Why do we wear different clothes during the year?
What are our favourite celebrations each year?
These units help to develop children in meeting the
Early Learning Goal set out in Development Matters:
Early learning Goal:
Children talk about the past and present events
in their own lives and in
the lives of family members. They know that
other children don’t always enjoy the same
things, and are sensitive to this. They know
about the similarities and differences between
themselves and others, and among families,
communities and traditions.

