
Year 2—Punctuation and Grammar Key Vocabulary 

 

Full stop (.) normally placed at the end of a sentence that 
tells you something.  

Question mark (?) normally placed at the end of a sentence that 
is asking a question. 

Exclamation 
mark 

(!) normally placed at the end of a sentence to 
show a strong feeling or loudness if spoken. 

Comma (,) used to separate items in a list.  

Apostrophe (‘) Can be used to show that something belongs 
to something ‘The girl’s hat’.  

Noun A word that names a person, place or thing and 
ideas and emotions. 

Pronoun Used in place of a noun (she, he, his, her, our) 

Verb Shows and action like movement or thinking 

Adverb A word that adds a little more information about 
the verb or adjective. 

Adjective A word that adds more information about a noun. 

Coordinating 
conjunction 

A word that can connect two clauses or          
sentences that also make sense on their own. 

Clause A group of words with a subject and a verb. 

Subject Who or what the clause is about e.g who        
performs the action. 

Past Tense Verb form used to describe things that have 
happened in the past. 

Present tense Verb form used to describe things happening 
right now. 

Determiner Shows which noun is being talked about e.g. ‘The 
table’ rather than ‘table’ 

Conjunctions 
A conjunction is a word or words used to connect two clauses together. A 

Coordinating conjunction connects two clauses together that also make 
sense on their own. For example: 

I wanted a milkshake. There was no milk. 

becomes 

I wanted a milkshake but there was no milk. 

 

Coordinating conjunctions include:     and     but     or      so 

A subordinate clause is a clause that does not make sense on its own. It needs 
more information. To add the extra information you need a subordinate      
conjunction.  For example: 

it was closed 

is a subordinate clause because it does not really make sense on its own. 

But if you add a subordinate conjunction such as ‘because’ it makes more sense: 

We could not go to the shop because it was closed. 

Subordinate clause and subordinate conjunctions 

Subordinating conjunctions include:     after    so    if    because   while   

when   although 

Children in year 2 do not need 
to know all of the terminology 
but are using a variety of     
conjunctions in their writing 
to expand their ideas.  

I can not go to the park although I would love 
to. 

Subordinating conjunction Subordinating clause 



Year 2—Punctuation and Grammar Expanded noun phrase 

Past Tense 
The past tense is a verb form or a way of 
using words to show that something has 
happened in the past. 

I went to the shops. 

We had a wonderful holiday in Cornwall. 

I saw the film at the cinema. 

The dog was     
wearing a black wig, 
striped t-shirt and 
playing a guitar. 

Present Tense 
The present tense is a verb form or a way of 
using words to show that something is      
currently happening or something that     
happens regularly.  

I am watching the television.  

John has taken Billy’s pencil. 

I always walk to school. 

 An expanded noun phrase is made up of a 

noun and at least one adjective. If you list 

more than one adjective don’t forget to use a 

comma. 

Using a comma in lists. 

When you are writing a list you need to use a 
comma between each item EXCEPT for the 
last one, where you add ‘and’. For example: 

comma 

Apostrophes 

Apostrophes and an ‘s’ can be used to show that 
something belongs to someone. For example: 

The cat’s tail was fluffy. 

(The tail belongs to the cat) 

If the word already ends in an ‘s’ you just use 
the apostrophe. For example: 

Charles’ cat had a fluffy tail. 

(The cat belongs to the Charles) 


