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Folk Music
Folk music is a type of traditional and generally rural music that originally was
passed down through families and other small social groups. Typically, folk
music, like folk literature, lives in oral tradition; it is learned through hearing
rather than reading.
There are many different
instruments used in original
folk music. These include
acoustic guitars, accordions,
fiddles, bagpipes, banjos and
many more.
Fiddles are violins, played a
certain way. Accordions and
bagpipes have air in them and
need to be squeezed to make
a sound.

Sea Shanties
A shanty is a song sailors sang as they
worked on ships. During the 19th century.
The songs were often improvised (made up)
but rhymed and were set to a strong beat.
The beat was important as it helped the
sailors with their work, for example,
working together to haul in fishing nets and
ropes, or rowing.

Often the original
writer of a folk
song is unknown.
Vaughn Williams
was a composer
who decided to try
and capture many
different Folk
music tunes and
preserve them by
linking them into
one piece of music
called The English
Folk song suit.

A shanty is made up of a ‘call
and response’ pattern with a
strong soloist called the
‘Shanty Man’, who would lead
the singing. The Shanty man
would often sing a line with the
rest of the sailors responding
together.

Key Vocabulary
Crochet

A note that is one beat long.

Quaver

A half beat note (Paired quaver) two quavers joined.

Minim

A note that is 2 beats long.

Semi breve

A note that is 4 beats long

Semi quaver A note half the value of a

Verse/
Chorus

A structure of a piece of
music—Verse, Chorus, Verse,
Chorus. (choruses are
generally exactly the same)

Improvise

Make up music as you go

Chord

Several harmonious notes
played at the same time

Triad

A chord made up of 3 tones.

Drone

A continuous low tone played
throughout a piece of music.

Dynamic
Symbols

Symbols that indicate volume
of a section of music (ff pp
mf mp)

Time
Signature

Two numbers on a stave that
tell you what time beat to
count for that piece of music.
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A semibreve is a
whole note lasting
for 4 beats.

Note values

Key music to listen to.
‘English Folk song suit’ by
Vaughan Williams
What instruments can you hear?
This piece of music is made up of different folk tunes, can you hear the different tunes in the music?

‘Early one morning—
Arrangement by Britten
There are many different arrangements of this Folk Song.
How many can you listen to?

C Major Scale

A scale is made up of 8
notes. There are many
scales, but a good one to
start with is C Major. Every
major scale has the same
pattern between the notes—
whole, whole, half, whole
whole whole, half. The
space between C and D is a
whole step with the black
note being a half step. E to F
is a half step as there is no
black note between them.

‘Are you going to Scarborough
Fair’ by Simon and Garfunkel
This song dates back to the
middle ages. Can you hear the
harmonies of the singers?
What instruments do they use?
‘Belfast Child’ by Simple Minds.
Based on an old Celtic song
called ‘She moved through the
fair’. Simple minds changed it
and linked it to troubles in
Northern Ireland. Compare
both pieces.

